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This comicbook will 
rot your brain! 


FEATURING 


THE CRYPT-KEEPER 


THE OLD WITCH 


THE VAULT-KEEPER 


896 45306 









HEE, HEE! BACK 

r AGAIN, EH? BET YOU’RE ^ 

WONDERING WHAT THE OLD WITCH IS 
DOING HERE? YOU WERE EXPECTING 
THE DECREPIT CRYPT-KEEPER AND 
HIS PARTNER-IN-SLIME THE J 

VAULT KEEPER, RIGHT? ** 


THE SHOCKING 

TRUTH IS THAT THEY’RE BOTH ^ 
HERE-VICTIMS OF CRYPT-FEVER! 
THEY’VE TOTALLY FREAKED OUT! 
TOO MUCH TIME SPENT IN THE CRYPT 
OF TERROR WATCHING YOU TOOMB! 
WORST CASE I EVER SAW! THEY 
. EVEN HALLUCINATED SEEING ME j 
Ik. DRESSED IN A FRENCH MAID’S 
IMh. UNIFORM!* 


r NOT TO WORRY— 

I’M BREWING UP A 
CURE RIGHT NOW! “HAVE 
CAULDRON-WILL TRAVEL!’’ 
v THAT’S MY MOTTO! v* 


WHILE THIS SIMMERS, ^ 
LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT 
ANOTHER LADY WHO HAD TO TAKE 
CARE OF A LITTLE BOY, A REGULAR... 


*YOU SAW IT TOO- 

L AST ISSUE! 









MRS. SANOteZ, 
TH1C \S HUMAN. 
SDPJty to vwa^ 
YOU. 1 UAV/E am 
SAKE RC?£NCy. 


HUMAN, P© 

you kKjou/ 

WHAT TiA*£ 

ir is ? 


\ ser yarn 

MUM6R-Y- 


V&S/9 ursow&*te 
DUKP6P A BABY 
e»4 our c^es^p. 


Afjp \ I»N'T 
WAveA^ornc 
To p'eeo Mika. 
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€.D. 

FA NS/ 


couecme stories by bilgrey, 

CABRAL, MR. EXES, GNIEWEH, HUDSON, 
HARLAN, HLEID, LANSDALE, LOBDELL, 
MANNION, MARTINEZ, McGREGOR, 
MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, 
ROMBERGER, SIMMONS, SMITH 3, 
TODD, VELILLA AND VOLLMAR! 


#1 GHOULS GONE WILD! 



CRYPT 



#2 CAN YOU FEAR ME NOW? 


#3 ZOMBIELICIOUS 



|TlA7UEJN3 


CRYPT 


CRYPT 


#4 CRYPT-KEEPING IT REAL 


#5 YABBA DABBA VOODOO 


#6 YOU TOOMB 
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>GASP! 

CHOKEH 


TALK ABOUT 
A TALE WITH 
BITE! 


^ STRANGE! 

I SWEAR I HEAR 
THE OLD WITCH.. 


SHE PROMISED ^ 
TO CLEAN-UP 
THIS CRYPT-BUT HER 
WICCA-WARES ARE 
s s. EVERYWHERE! 


BUT IT SOUNDS LIKE SHE’S 
HERE-TALKING ABOUT 
“HALLUCINATING”! 
fW AS IF...! - 


SNAKE! 
SNAKE! IT’S 
KILLING ME! 




PISLCAIMBP / THIS IS /vor a commentary on wiccan beliefs, but a cautionary 

TALE OF WHAT BEFALLS THOSE WHO USE WHAT THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND FOR 
SELFISH ENDS' 


/ IGNORE 
7 THEM.' PEOPLE ^ 
ARE ONLY HOME- 1 
LESS BECAUSE 
THEY WANT TO BE.' 
OUST LIKE WB'QB 
HAPPY AND PRETTY 
. BECAUSE THAT'S . 
what we A 

WANT.' 


GROSS. 
SOMEONE 
SHOULD CALL THE 

^ poucef a 


..PLEASE.. 
HELP ME. 


FASHION 

POLICE.' 


HOWLSWORTH'S^i 
' SON TAKES OVER > 
TODAY.' I CAN'T WAIT TO 
ASK HIM FOR A PPIVATB 
OFFICE SO I CAN SPEND 
MORE TIME SEEKING 
V TRUE eOMANCB ON y 
THE wee.' : : 1 






PEALLY? I HOPE HE'S 
HOT, SO I CAN SPEND 
MOPE TIME LOOKING 
L FOP SOME FUN A 
WITH H\bh!^/jfj 


l JUST WANT A SISSEP SPACE 
SO I CAN PPACTICE DANCING.' 

. ANYTHING EXCEPT IVOCfc', , 
PIGHT, LADIES? 


E-E-EXCUSE ME, BUT THEPE 
I— I— IS MOPE TO LIFE THAN 
. LOOKING AND F6BUNG j 
V G-G-GOOD/ y 




r OMS/ THE > 
SON WAS sup- 
poseo to ee a 
. pushovbp / , 


DID 

WE KILL THE 
OLD MAN FOB 
k NOTHING? a 


''THIS ISN'T ^ 
OVEP YET.' I'VE 
SOT AN tPBA. 


FOLLOW 
My L£APf 


MY LATE F-P-PATHEP f I WAS PLANNING TO FIPB 
LOVED BYB-CANPY , I YOU ALL BECAUSE YOU NBVBP 
AND HEAVEN KNOWS I DO ANY WOBK/ THANKS 
DO, TOO, BUT THEBE !g^ FOB M-M-MAKINS 
ABE P-P-PLENTY 
OF TALBNTBP AND 
CAPABLB WOMEN 
AND MEN OUT 
THEBE/ 





MAyee we didn't wobk, but 
THEBE WAS ONE THINS WE DID 
PCX? yout? FATHEB THAT MADE 
us wobth everything HE 
^ PAID us AND MORE.' 


BEPOBE you MAKE yOUB 
FINAL DECISION ABOUT 
US, THEBE'S SOMETHINS 
yOU MISHT WANT TO , 


V WICCAN ’ 
LIKE you 
WOULDN'T 

.believe/. 


AND WE PEBPOBMED 
A RITUAL THAT MADE 
yOUB PATHEB A REAL 
MAN/ 


UH.,.IT'S THE BEASON 
HE COULD WBAP 
ANYONE HE WANTED 
ABOUND HIS 
PINSEB/ 


vepy 

TIGHTLY r 


— KwiCCAN/^l 




^ abe^N §£§^B| 


OH, yEAH... J |||^K 










you 'o ukb us 
to peppopm oue 

PITUAL POP VOW, 
k WOULDN'T 

you? 


^yes/ yes/ 

A THOUSAND 

.times yes/ 


r >so e/< I've 
SEEN SO LONBLY' « 
SO AFPAIPS AND My ■ 
pathep nevep paid A 

. 4/W' ATTENTION 
^^^TO ME/ 

ALL HE EVEP^^ 
SAVE ME WAS 
■ THIS LOUSy BUSINESS' 
M. AND I'M ABQAIO OP 
BUSINESSES, j, 
TOO/ ^ 


OUST TELL ME 
WHAT I HAVE TO 
DO AND I'LL DO 
. IT/ ^ 








"PICST, CENT A SECLUDED SHACK WHEPE NO ONE CAN FIND YOU... UH... I MEAN US' THE PITUAL 
PEQUIPES POWEQ SEMS, BUT A BICH SUY LIKE YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO APPOPD THEM/ NEXT..." 


AH, I FOUND 

fr SOME eosus ^ 

CEPEMONY ONLINE CALLED 
OQAWtNS DOWN TH£ MOON, 
BUT AS LONS AS WE'PE 
DANCINS APOUNO, HE'LL 
k. DO WHATEVEP WE >< 


^ NICE TOUCH ^ 
FINDINS THESE 
OLD HALLOWEEN 
. COSTUMES' 


BUT WHAT 
ABOUT THIS 
. eiTUALP . 


oh, y- 

y-YEAH/ 


r BEADY ^ 
TO DPAW 
DOWN 
THE MOON, 

HANO - 
L SO MSP . 


W AT THE ^ 
'heisht OF THE 1 
PITUAL, YOU'LL 
HAVE TO DPINK 
THIS AND SAY 
THE WOPDS I 
L TAUSHT A 
YOU/ ^ 




"GGEAT SOD CEGNUNNOS, GETUPN TO EAGTH AGAIN, 
COME AT MY CALL AND SHOW THYSELF TO MEN, 
SH£P£QO OF GOATS, UPON THE WILD HILLS WAY, 
LEAD THY LOST FLOCK FGOM OAGKNESS UNTO PAY/ 
gBBsggar oeiNk: and 


CHUG-A-LUS/ 

CHUG-A-LUG/ 

CHUG-A-LUG/ 


I AM THE 

poweQt 


r I AM 

THE H0QN60 

>w GOD/ .• 


>eui,p-eui.p- 

k 6ULP/< 







MILLION 


we CAN ST APT OUP OWN 
k gusiNess we won't HAve 
TO WOPK POP.' 





WHO SUMMONS 
THE HOPNE0 SO O? 


WHOSE WISHES 
SHALL X FILL TO 
BUCSTIN&P 




you WHO ^4 
WISH ONLY TO PANCB 
SHALL ENJOY THE PAW 
UNBPIDLED POPCE OF 

a lATuce as youp 

^ PAPTNEP/ 


MAYBE 

LATEP? 


^ THEPE IS NO ^ 
LATEP/ ONLY THE 
ETEPNAL, BLESSED 
v NOW' 



y OU(? MIND AND BODY APE NOW A 
WPITHINS WOUNP THAT PULSES TO 
. THE COSMIC BEAT OF HUNSEP'S 
HEAPT.' 


QBHOLO / 


you 

APE PAPT OF THE 
DANCE OF THE 
PEAL/ 



yow? POPM HAS A 
6ILLION NEPVE ENDINSS POP 
PEELINS PLEASURE, WHY NOTi 
L SET THEM ALL AFLAME AT A 
ONCBP 


AND you WHO WANTED 
ONLY PHYSICAL PLEASURE, 
L WHEPE SHALL WE . 

^ ee&iNP 


HBLLLPPP.' 


r NOT ^ 
WITHOUT THE 


as 


! 

lL Ml 



"} 7" ; — *H 


i-i_-_ZZZ| 


1 


■ "■ 1 


pr 


^LJ Cl U 

7 j 

■ ■ a .. .. 








AN D WHAT 
WAS IT YOU 
WANT edp. 


OH, NOTHIN©/ 
I'M SOOO' 


r QOMANCBf ^ 
THE SWOONIN© 
THAT 

MAKES THE WOPLD 
^ ©O POUND/ .4 


NO, PEAU-V, 
THANKS, 6UT. 


^ I CAN ©IVE 
you MOPE THAN 
.THE WOQLDf 


I CAN ©IVE ^ 
YOU THE MOON 
AND THE ST APS' 








"AND FINALLY, YOU'LL 
NEVEP HAVE TO WOPK 
ASAIN." 


X CAN YOU 

believe thpee joss 

OPENED AT THE SAME 
COMPANY AT THE SAME 
v TIME? AND WE SOT . 
X. THEM? 


IT'S LIKE 
I ALWAYS SAY, 
LADIES, WISH HAQO 
ENOUSH AND YOU'LL 
X SET IT/ ^ 


AND THE 

rHOMELESS APE ONLY^ 
THEPE BECAUSE THAT'S 
L WHEPE THEY WANT^ 

i^TO BE/^^fl 


A Xir 


V Ji 





CAN'T WAIT 
TO MEET THE 
NEW OWNEP.' 


r I HEAP 
HE'S TOTAU-y 
^ HOT/ , 





'CHOKE!' 


TO BE CONTINUED...? 


OH, DID I MENTION THERE’S A 
SIDE-EFFECT TO MY POTENT POTION? 
DON’T WORRY, YOU SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO WRITE YOUR CRYPT-KEEPER’S 
L. CORNER COLUMN BEFORE IT 
COMPLETELY KICKS IN! 
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Then — in my childhood — in the dawn 
Of a most stormy life — was drawn 
From ev’ry depth of good and ill 
The mystery which binds me still: 
From the torrent, or the fountain, 
From the red cliff of the mountain, 
From the sun that 'round me roll’d 
In its autumn tint of gold — 

From the lightning in the sky 
As it pass’d me flying by — 

From the thunder and the storm, 

And the cloud that took the form 
(When the rest of Heaven was blue) 

Of a demon in my view. 



Don’t miss CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED #4 “The Raven and Other Poems” by Edgar Allan Poe, 
adapted by Gahan Wilson. On sale soon. 



The Old Witch is right! The Vault-Keeper 
and I have been spending too much time 
keeping Vaults and Crypts, and not enough 
time keeping SANE! Maybe it's from too 
much contact with our INSANE EC 
Fan-Addicts! Or watching too much You 
Toomb? Well, despite the great risk to my 
mental health, it’s time once again to present 
your CRAZY COMMENTS and INSANE 
INSIGHTS! 

Although, now that MY sanity is in 
question, how do I know that these are 
really YOUR letters ? Or in the case of our 
ONLINE READERS POLL, how do I 
know these are really the correct results ? Well, 
outside of a quick crossover with the shrinks 
from PSYCHOANALYSIS, there’s no way 
to test my state of mind at the moment, so 
let’s just live DANGEROUSLY, and accept 
whatever comes our way! 

According to our PUTRID POLL, " Brain 
Food” by Rob Vollmar and Tim Smith 3 won 
an overwhelming 61 % of your votes, leaving 
" Murder M.A.I.D., ” by Greg Farshtey and 
Mr. Exes, a paltry 39% of the vote. That’s 
actually rather SHOCKING when you 
consider that Mr. Farshtey is the writer of the 


BIONICLE graphic novels, the biggest-selling 
series from Papercutz! Perhaps we should’ve 
mentioned that Murder M.A.I.D. was 
actually the SEVENTH TOA ? Or maybe I’m 
hallucinating again ? 

To vote for your fave FEAR-Y TALE from 
the issue you now grasp in your FETID 
FINGERS, just go to www.papercutz.com, 
find the TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
section, and click on this issue’s cover to vote 
for your favorite story from this issue! Oh, 
and it really helps if you have one of those 
computer machines to get online. 

And don’t PANIC or get MAD if you 
somehow missed a TERROR-FILLED issue of 
the TALES FROM THE CRYPT comicbook, 
you can still find the same scary stories 
collected in equally scary, but albeit smaller- 
sized paperback and hardcover editions, 
available from booksellers everywhere! 

TALES FROM THE CRYPT Graphic 
Novel #6 " You Toomb” is on sale now, and 
features all your favorite BRAIN-EATING 
MONSTERS, VOODOO HITMEN, 
KILLER ROBOTS, and BABY VAMPIRES! 
But if you’re looking for FIENDISH FANS, 
here they are. . . 


Dear Crypt-Keeper, 

I have a new story for you on TV. It’s a 
nasty tale about a boy who likes to draw 
horror pictures and put them on the wall. 
One day his pictures begin to come alive. I 
call it “'The Wall of Horror.” 

Love Your #1 Fan, 

Tony Chavez 


We’ve established that I may be even 
CRAZIER than usual, so keep that in 
your tiny minds when I UNOFFICIALLY 
ANNOUNCE that there’s an all-new 
TV movie in the works based on TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT. It’s being created 
especially for our younger fans, so you 
BLOOD-THIRSTY GEEZERS will just 
have to stick with the reruns of the HBO 
series on the CHILLER channel! But if 
enough of you BOILS and GHOULS watch 
the all-new TV movie, an all-new TV series 
starring me, the ORIGINAL Crypt-Keeper 
could be in your future! 


Dear Crypt-Keeper, 

I looovwe the new TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT series! Cool cover on issue #10. I 
also have a request. Can you reprint some 
of the old TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
stories in your new mag? And try to make 
your stories kind of like the old ones. Keep 
up with the stories of monsters! But please, 
no art like the art in issue #9, the story 
“Chicken Man.” Again, try to make the 
stories more horror-science fiction, if you 
know what I mean. Anyway, keep up the 
gruesome work! 

Your Fan, 

Jared Hershman, Age 10 


Well, Jared, if you want us to keep up the 
“gruesome work” then we gotta keep using 
James Romberger! We’re sorry you weren’t 
thrilled (and chilled) by his art on “ Chicken 
Man” but so many others were — including 
fellow CRYPT-contributors John L. Lansdale 
and Rick “the Sicko ” Parker! 


Subject: TALES FROM THE CRYPT 

This stuff is great. 1 remember reading 
reprints of the originals back in the ‘80s, 
so as a 35 year-old reader that came across 
this new series, I absolutely love it. I just 
love the tales and I can’t get enough. I finish 
each book thirsting for more. I just read #1 
and #2 and have read about your plans for 
CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED, which I think 
is great. Keep up the good work! 

A fan, 

Steven Ortiz 


Speaking of ROTTING REPRINTS, 

Steven, in case you were UNAWARE, all the 
original issues of TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
are being collected in a series of great, big, 
full-color hardcover volumes by Gemstone 
Publishing. But there’s a particular Jack 
Davis-drawn tale that we may be including 
in one of our upcoming Papercutz collections. 
All we can say now is that it may be the most 
requested CRYPT tale oj all (by me)! 

Stay tuned! 

And what better way to stay tuned to the 
CRYPT OF TERROR than to subscribe? 


SUBS tWfWT IONS! 

For a one year (six-issue) subscription to TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT, just send a check or money 
order, in US funds only, for $24.00. 

Send to: subCRYPTions, PAPERCUTZ, 

40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308, New York, NY 
10005. Make checks payable to NBM. 

Or call 1-800-886-1223. 

MC, VISA, and AMEX accepted. 


So prove that you’re actually ALIVE out there, 
and send your own CRYPTIC COMMENTS to: 

The Crypt-Keeper’s Comer 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 
Or email your comments to the Old Editor at: 
salicrup@papercutz.com 
And if any of you are licensed psychiatrists , 
let me know if I’m NUTS or not! 
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